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Essential Questions
9th Grade Focus
Inter-Relationships & Self-Reliance
• Who am I?
• How do my skills and talents help to define me?
• How do I relate to my family, my community, and society?
• How do I build networks of people to support me?
• How am I a reflection of my relationships?
• How do my relationships within and across groups affect others?
• What influence do class, religion, language, and culture have on my relationships and my decisions?
• What can I contribute as an individual?
• What is my responsibility to society?
• How do I see my beliefs reflected in government policies and by politicians?
10th Grade Focus
Critical Response and Stance
• How can I discover the truth about others?
• What sacrifices will I make for the truth?
• What criteria do I use to judge my values?
• How will I stand up for what I value?
• What can I do to realize my dreams or visions for the future?
• How do I handle others’ points of view?
• What role does empathy play in how I treat others?

• What power do I have as an individual to make positive change?

• How do I respond to improper use of power?

• How do I determine when taking social action is appropriate?

• What voice do I use to be heard?
11th Grade Focus
Transformational Thinking
• How can forward thinking help me make better decisions?

• How do I develop a realistic plan for the future?

• What evidence do I have that I am committed to learning?

• How do I build a context for change in my life?

• When is loyalty to myself more important than loyalty to a friend?

• How will I know when to risk failure for possible success?
• How do I demonstrate that I am open-minded enough to learn from my experiences?

• How can I generate new ideas for solving problems?

• How can I invent new opportunities?

• What are the tradeoffs for technological advances?

• Which decisions I make today will affect me for my entire life?

• Where will I find wisdom?
12th Grade Focus
Leadership Qualities
• How do I know if I am developing the academic skills that I will need in my future life?

• What rules or principles do I use for how I treat others?

• What responsibility do I have to society?

• How do I resolve my responsibilities to myself with those to my family members, my school, community, and world?

• How can I effectively articulate my opinions and perspectives?

• Who is in a position to help me affect change?

• What can I do to avoid repeating mistakes made in history?

• What leadership skills have I developed?

• What leadership qualities will I need to take with me from high school?

• What qualities define a good world citizen?

• How can I create the world I want to live in?

• How can I use my talents to create new opportunities for myself and for others?
Big Ideas

Themes
Focus Questions

Quotations

Big ideas, themes, focus questions, and quotations link the literature and the learning to the disposition.
	Literary Genre Focus/Anchor Texts 
Narrative Text/Fiction (NT)

• Novels, short stories, drama, poetry, (allegory, satire, parody)

Literary Nonfiction (LNF)

• Essays, memoirs, biographies, commentaries, advertising, letters
Informational/Expository Text (IT)

• Historical documents, essays, literary analyses, speeches, research/technical reports, textbooks, technical manuals, letters, proposals, memos, presentations, legal documents, Internet sources, newspapers, magazines propaganda, articles, reference tools

Media
• Movie clips, multimedia presentations, blogs, webpages, music, works of art, digital stories, advertisements, multimedia genre, video streaming
Characteristics of Complex Text as defined by ACT:
Relationships: Interactions among ideas or characters in the text are subtle, involved, or deeply embedded.
Richness: The text possesses a sizable amount of highly sophisticated information conveyed through data or literary devices.
Structure: The text is organized in ways that are elaborate and sometimes unconventional. 
Style: The author’s tone and use of language are often intricate.
Vocabulary: The author’s choice of words is demanding and highly context dependent.
Purpose: The author’s intent in writing the text is implicit and sometimes ambiguous.
----------------------------------

	Linking Texts
Linking text should reflect one or more of these characteristics and lead to the identified disposition:
• Discrepant text that results in seeing the big idea from a totally different perspective

• Different genre or medium that mirrors the theme or big idea of the anchor text in another form

• Supporting text that extends or embellishes the big ideas or themes in the anchor text

• Text connected to the anchor text at an abstract level
-------------------------
Teacher Instructional Resources 
Support for teaching elements, strategies, and for developing instructional activities and assessments. 
-------------------------

	Narrative Text
Characteristics
• Literary elements defined in detail and modeled in the context of the literature

• Literary analysis: 

- Literal (What does the text say?) 

- Figurative (How does it say it?) 

- Interpretation (What does it mean?) 

- Allusion/Wisdom (Why does it matter?)

• Literary devices

• Literary forms: allegory, satire, parody

Historical/Cultural Considerations
• Literary movements and periods (American and British)

• Knowledge of American minority literature
--------------------------

	Informational Text
Organizational Patterns 
- Compare/contrast 

- Cause/effect 

- Problem/solution 

- Fact/opinion 

- Theory/evidence

Features
• Information in sidebars (tables, graphs, statistical evidence) related to text

• Outline of thesis and supporting details using titles, headings, subheadings, and sidebars 

• Selected format (e.g., brochure, blogs) to influence the message

Media Features
• Camera and lighting

• Color and special effects

• Music
------------------------------

	Comprehension Strategies
• access prior knowledge

• determine importance

• make connections

• make inferences

• monitor comprehension

• annotate 
• ask questions

• clarify 
• compare

• critique 
• predict
• reflect 
• summarize
• synthesize 
• visualize
Comprehension Activities
• Explicit instruction on comprehension strategy use

• Focus questions for use in instruction

• Graphic organizers to identify structures, audience, and content 

• Advance organizers 

• Opportunities for students to make thematic and real-life connections

Critical Reading, Listening and Viewing Strategies
Literary Text
• Consider themes, different points of view, and characterization within and across text

• Describe the impact of setting and characters on plot and themes

• Consider the political assumptions underlying the text and the impact of the work on society

• Analyze literal meaning, author’s craft, and interpretation

• Discover and transfer abstract themes and big ideas to new situations
Informational/Expository Text
• Find the potential theses and supporting details

• Determine level(s) of relevance 

• Assess statements and arguments

• Consider potential for bias

• Look for evidence to support assumptions and beliefs 

• Find validity of facts in source material

• Discover and transfer abstract themes and big ideas into new situations

Vocabulary Strategies
• Define in context unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative language, and technical terms

• Identify how common phrases (e.g., oxymoron, hyperbole) change meaning 

• Recognize and use roots, affixes, and word origins

• Restate definition or example in own words

• Create a graphic representation of terms

• Compare/classify terms

Response to Reading, Listening, and Viewing Activities 
• cross-text comparison writing or speaking

• critical response journals 

• quotation notebooks

• critique of speech, presentation, or performance 

• note taking/study guide
----------------------------------

	Writing and Speaking Modes of Communication
Narrative Text/Fiction (NT)
• poetry

• drama

• creative fiction

Literary Nonfiction (LNF)
• creative nonfiction

• autobiography/biography/memoir

• critical/analytical response to literature

• diary and journal

• goal setting 

• letter to the editor

• personal narrative

• reflective essay

• speech

• summary

• writing portfolio reflection

Informational Expository (IT)

• argumentative essay

• business letter

• comparative essay

• descriptive essay

• exploratory essay/research brief

• feature news article

• literary analysis essay

• magazine article

• multi-genre report

• persuasive essay

• proposal

• research report

• resume

• work-related text

• summary/note taking

• constructed response

• other informational 

Media
• blog

• digital story telling

• multi-media presentation

• webpage

Speaking Activities
• response groups

• work teams 

• discussion groups

• committee participation

• book talks 

• literature circles

• formal presentations

• multi-media presentations 
Writing Process Strategies
• Utilize the writing process

• Peer edit with questions

• Revise using checklist and scoring rubric

• Revise grammar in context

• Revise to the assigned standard 

• Use exemplars as models for finished products

• Analyze writing using protocols: holistic, analytic, and trait-scoring 

Writing Activities
• writing to learn

• writing to demonstrate learning

• authentic writing
Research and Inquiry Process Activities
• Use research to solve problems, provide criteria, and generate new knowledge

• Engage in ethical, credible and reliable research

• Develop a research plan and carry it out 

• Generate topics, seeking information from multiple perspectives and sources

• Analyze information for relevance, quality, and reliability 

• Connect the information to present a coherent structure and argument

• Select modes of presentation

• Recognize the contribution to collective knowledge

Speaking, Listening, Viewing Strategies
• Lead and participate in discussions

• Apply presentation skills and protocols

• Plan based on audience and purpose

• Share, acknowledge, and build on one another’s ideas 

• Consolidate and refine thinking

• Evaluate the quality and relevance of the message

• Use feedback to improve effectiveness

• Advocate for ideas 

• Listen with empathy

• Use techniques and media to enhance and enrich your message
---------------------------------------

	Student Goal Setting and Self Evaluation Strategies
• Assume ownership of academic literacy progress
• Use criteria and standards to analyze work
• Monitor growth using literacy indicators
• Evaluate tendency toward dispositions
• Respond to constructive feedback
• Set new literacy goals 
Daily Language Fluency-Unit Components
Reading
• HSTW/ACT recommendations
• reading portfolio 
- texts studied in class 
- book club texts 
- independent reading 
• reading strategies
• vocabulary development
Writing
• writing portfolio 
- writing to learn 
 - writing to demonstrate    learning 
- authentic writing
Grammar Instruction
• to enrich writing
• to create organizational coherence and flow
• to make writing conventional
Differentiated Skill Instruction
• Plan focused skill lessons
• Practice until mastery
• Apply in context

-----------------------------
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