Developmental Scoring Guide for Story Writing

Developed for Preschool, Kindergarten, First Grade Teachers

and Teachers of Students with Learning Difficulties
           Created
           by
           Jeff Beal 
          and
             St. Clair County Educators

                                                                               June, 2010
This Guide was developed to help teachers keep track of their students’ growth in writing. It is important for teachers to document their students’ developing control over writing strategies and conventions so that they can adjust their instruction to scaffold students as they move through successive approximations toward proficiency. One efficient way to document their growth is by collecting samples of writing at specified points in time. The analytic rubric in this scoring guide was developed by combining the MEAP Narrative Writing Rubric with the Core National Standards for grades K and 1.
Developmental writers learn how to write in predictable (but not always linear) ways:

· Scribble drawing

· Representational drawing

· Scribble writing
· Drawing and letter-like forms

· Copied and random letters

· Name only

· Words

· Sentences

· Text 

How to use this Guide:

· Collect writing samples

· Compare samples to the exemplars in this guide

· Record and track writing sample scores by using the Record of Developmental Story Writing

· Begin using the analytic rubric when students are at the sentence level

· code it as 8
· score analytically and record scores

· Use the analytic rubric without a code when students are at the text level

· Off topic code can be used with any writing sample that was written to a prompt that clearly stated the topic. If off topic is given, score paper as if it were not off topic so that the student receives a score that indicates his or her writing proficiency.
Record of Developmental Story Writing     ________________________






           Student Name

Scribble Drawing – Code 1

Representational Drawing – Code 2

Scribble Writing – Code 3 



Drawing and Letter-like Forms – Code 4


Copied and Random Letters – Code 5



Name Only – Code 6



Words – Code 7



Sentences – Code 8 and score analytically


Text – Score analytically

Off Topic – Code 9
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I = Ideas     O = Organization     S = Style     C = Conventions     HS = Holistic Score     OT = Off Topic
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Scribble Drawing
Code 1

Writer represents by creating random marks 
with no distinct shapes, forms, or letter-like shapes.
Score Scribble Drawing level text as Code 1.
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Representational Drawing
Code 2
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Writer creates a drawing that represents ideas.

The message is in the drawing.

Score Representational Drawing level text as

Code 2.
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Scribble Writing
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Code 3

Writer begins to realize that the message is contained in the words. The writing often 

appears like the child is imitating adult writing.

Score Scribble Writing level text as Code 3.
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	Analytic Rubric for Emergent Story Writing    (for use when students score at the Sentences level or above)

	Holistic Score
	0
	1
	2
	3

	Qualities of Writing
	0,1,2
	3,4,5,6
	7,8,9
	10,11,12

	Ideas


	Writing shows little or no development of story.
	Tells a story with ideas that are minimally focused on the topic and developed with limited and/or general details.
	Tells a story with ideas that are somewhat focused on the topic and are developed with a mix of specific and/or general details.
	Tells a story with ideas that are clearly focused on the topic and thoroughly developed with specific, relevant details.

	*Organization
	The writing may contain an element of story.
	The writing contains some of the elements of story.
	The writing contains many of the elements of story.
	The writing contains most of the elements of story.

	*Kindergarten elements of story:

· Combines drawing and writing to narrate a single event

· Tells about the events in the correct order

· Provides a reaction to what happened

· Provides some sense of closure
	*1st Grade elements of story:

· Writes a narrative in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events
· Includes some details regarding what happened

· Uses temporal words to signal event order

· Provides some sense of closure

	Style
	Uses basic vocabulary and sentences.
	Limited use of language and begins to use effective word choice.
	Adequate command of language keeps the readers’ interest by using effective word choices such as descriptive words and/or specific nouns.
	Command of language keeps the readers’ interest by consistently using effective word choices such as descriptive words, strong verbs, and/or specific nouns.

	**Conventions

	Writing shows little use of grade level appropriate writing conventions.


	Writing shows consistent use of a few grade level appropriate writing conventions.
	Writing shows consistent use of many grade level appropriate writing conventions.
	Writing shows consistent use of grade level appropriate writing conventions.

	**Kindergarten Conventions

· Uses upper and lower case letters

· Writes letter(s) for most consonant and short-vowel sounds
· Produces and expands complete sentences

· Capitalizes the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I

· Uses end punctuation: period, exclamation, question mark
	**1st Grade Conventions
· Uses conventional spelling for grade appropriate sight words and word families

· Uses phonetic spelling for other words

· Produces and expands complete simple and compound sentences

· Capitalizes dates and names of people
· Uses end punctuation: period, exclamation, question mark


9  – Off Topic


Name Only


Code 6





Writer uses his/her name only, or uses name along with random letters or letter-like forms. The writer is learning that sounds can become written letters and that letters can represent sounds. 





This code applies even if the letters are reversed or the writer uses uppercase and lowercase indiscriminately. 





This code does not apply if letters in the name are written in the wrong direction or are mixed with “letter-like forms”.





Score Name Only level text by as Code 6.





Copied and Random Letters 


Code 5





Writer copies recognized letters. May repeat as letter string patterns or create random strings of letters, numbers, and letter-like forms. The writer knows that letters of the alphabet create the message.





Score Copied and Random Letters level text as Code 5. 








Drawing and Letter-like Forms


Code 4





Writer mixes drawing and letter-like forms. Writer begins to realize that letter-like shapes convey the message not the drawing.





Score Drawing and Letter-like Forms level text as Code 4. 





Words


Code 7





Writer includes memorized words or words found around the room. May be in the format of words with single letters; invented spelling; or labels, captions, or lists.





Score Words level text as Code 7.





Sentences 


Code 8





Writer includes at least one line of words (conventional or invented), written from left to right, with some spacing between words, and may include punctuation.





Score Sentences level text as Code 8.  Then, use the “Analytic Rubric for Emergent Story Writing” to score the writing. 





Score Point – 0 (holistic score)


Ideas – 0


Organization – 0 


Style – 0


Conventions – 0





Explanation of this score:





The writer uses words (or letter approximations of words) to create simple sentences, with few conventions.








Text 


No developmental code





Once the writer includes more than one line of words that are connected in story-like form, the writer has achieved Text level. 





Score text level text by using the “Analytic Rubric for Emergent Story Writing”. 





Exemplars for each level of the rubric follow.








Score Point – 1 (holistic score)                  


Ideas – 1 


Organization – 1 


Style – 1 


Conventions – 1 





Explanation of this score 





The writer:





developes the text with general details (showed me around, went down to the basement, set up the tent)


begins using effective word choice such as first, last and set up


uses capitals and punctuation consistently.











Score Point – 2 (holistic score)


Ideas – 2 


Organization – 2 


Style – 2


Conventions – 2 





Explanation of this score





The writer:





stays on topic (tells about the nightmare) 


uses specific details (nightmare about a guy, Mitchell go back to bed, and so I snuck into my mom’s bedroom) 


provides a clear beginning, middle, and end while moving the story through time and place


begins the story with storybook language and expands simple sentences 


takes risks spelling unknown words and uses periods correctly.








Score Point – 3 (holistic score)


Ideas – 3 


Organization – 3 


Style – 3 


Conventions – 3 





Explanation of this score





The writer :





tells a story that focuses on the time she fell and skinned her knee 


moves the story across time and place 


reacts to what happened when she writes, “I was extremely happy”  


uses specific and relevant details (backyard, playing tag, and ran so fast he could not see) 


 keeps the reader’s interest (ellipses to create suspense, dialogue, and effective word choices: gushing blood, little bugs, and extremely happy)  


takes risks when spelling unknown words and when playing with sentence structure.








Score Point – 0 (holistic score)


Ideas – 0


Organization – 0 


Style – 0


Conventions – 0





Explanation of this score





The writer:





states what happened and/or how she felt in two simple sentences


writes a letter for each consonant and long and short-vowel sound.








 I got a racetrack from Santa.





My grandma picked me up. I felt special. 





I went to boat and I catch fish.











I ride my bike. I play with my sister.











Note: The name is part of the message, not a label.








