Linear Arrays- A Vocabulary Activity

Linear Arrays

See Words, Words, Words written by Janet Allen (See pages 52-53)

See Teaching Vocabulary to Improve Reading Comprehension by William Nagy (pages

16-20)
Linear arrays are visual representations of degree. An activity like this helps students

examine subtle distinctions in the words. Linear arrays may be more appropriate for

displaying other types of relationships among words. For example, many sets of words

differ essentially in degree: annoyed, angry, enraged, and furious; or lukewarm, warm,

hot, scalding. The relationship among such words can be illustrated visually by arranging

them in a line.

This is a graphic organizer for depicting graduations between two related words:

freezing – cool – tepid – hot – boiling

minute – small – average – huge – immense

private – sergeant – captain – lieutenant – colonel

past – yesterday – present – tomorrow – future.

Another example: Linear Arrays for Adverbs. First the teacher asks whether her

students know what never means and elicits examples of how never

is used in everyday speech. She repeats with always. Then she writes always at the top

of a sheet of paper, never at the bottom, and asks the students to generate a list of adverbs

that would fall somewhere in between. Finally she writes each of the students’

suggestions on a separate card and has her students arrange the cards in descending order:

always

certain

frequently

often

likely

probably

more than even

even chance

less than even occasionally

unlikely

seldom

rarely

never
Linear Arrays
Linear arrays are a strategy to extend vocabulary by asking students to extend their understanding of words.  Using opposites on each end, students add words that are in between.  
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