MISD ELA High School Assessment Simulation – Close and Critical Reading
In the space provided below, answer the following questions about the article, “Made to Break:  

Technology and Obsolescence in America.”
What does the text say?  (Briefly summarize the story at the literal level.)

The book review states that if you have replaced a piece of electrical equipment lately, it is probable that the old one still works and the new one will not last as long as the old one.  The review goes on to state that planned obsolescence is a uniquely American business model.  The author of the review states that Made to Break by Giles Slade follows the history of obsolescence and technology in America and also follows “the inventions of branding, packaging, and advertising.”  The author notes that “history reserves a privileged place” for a society that builds lasting objects.  He ends his review by noting that America has a culture of consumption.
CE1.1.1-4, 1.1.7, 1.2.1, 2.1.1, 2.1.7, 2.2.2, 2.3.3, 4.1.5
How does it say it? In other words, how does the author develop the text to convey his/her purpose?   (What are the genre, format, organization, point of view, devices, features, etc.?)

The interviewer uses a common experience in his/her lead, “If you've replaced a computer lately--or a cell phone, a camera, a television--chances are, the old one still worked.” He immediately follows with an interesting fact, “…chances are even greater that the latest model won't last as long as the one it replaced,” and then introduces the message, “Welcome to the world of planned obsolescence--a business model, a way of life, and a uniquely American invention….” The genre is book review or book summary/teaser, and the author uses persuasion to encourage the reading or purchasing of the book, Made to Break.  For example, the author’s word choice of “eye-opening” implies knowledge will be gained from reading the book.  In addition, the author employs intriguing words such as “perilous implications” and “detailed and harrowing picture,” to entice the reader to purchase the book.  The author also gives a one-line summary of the book by Giles Slade, “Made to Break is a history of twentieth-century technology as seen through the prism of obsolescence.”  The author introduces a concept, “ideas behind obsolescence at work,” and then uses examples to provide the reader an illustration, “inventions of branding, packaging, and advertising.”  The author also uses details to give the reader a visual image.  For example, the author notes “the contest for market dominance” and provides “GM and Ford” as a detail to support his example.   Finally, the author ends the article with a warning, “we may well be shortening the future of our way of life as well.”  It is important to note, the author starts in second person, but by the second paragraph is writing in first person plural; this avoids a preachy tone and is more persuasive.
CE1.1.1-4, 1.1.7, 1.2.1, 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.1.4, 2.1.5-2.1.7, 2.2.1-2.2.3, 2.3.3, 3.2.1, 3.1.1, 3.4.1, 4.1.2, 4.1.5 
What does the text mean?  (What message/theme/concept is the author trying to get across?) Theme: Both perceived obsolescence and planned obsolescence create the illusion of progress.  The author’s warning message is that a society addicted to consumption literally participates in its own demise. CE1.1.1-4, 1.1.7, 1.2.1, 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.1.4, 2.2.2, 2.3.3, 3.1.8, 3.4.1, 4.1.5
So what?  (What does the message/theme/concept mean in your life and/or in the lives of others?  Why is it worth sharing/telling? What significance does it have to your life and/or to the lives of others?) 

Answers will be personal and will vary but might include some of the following:

· I am struck by the concept that we are an addicted society; we are addicted to consuming items that are made to break.  I lived in a house of addiction; alcohol was my father’s drug of choice.  I witnessed him shortening his life every day.  He was in denial and I think our country is in denial.  After 9/11 we were told to shop and support America.  Denial can be reversed, but only with reflection and an honest appraisal of what appears in the mirror. CE1.1.1-4, 1.1.7, 1.2.1-3, 2.1.1, 2.1.7, 2.2.2, 2.3.3, 2.3.5-6, 4.1.5

