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Fluency is the Bridge to  
Comprehension  

FLUENCY 

Decoding Words Comprehension 

Factors Contributing to Fluency 

“Fluency is the ability to read a 
text quickly, accurately, and with 
proper expression.” 

-National Reading Panel, 2000 

 

Components of Reading Fluency 
 
Accuracy– the ability to decode words without error 
 
Rate– a reflection of the automaticity of decoding that 
minimizes the taxing of working memory/ attentional re-
sources on decoding 
 
Prosody– appropriate phrasing and expressiveness that 
aids comprehension 

 

Word Recognition Accuracy 
(Decoding) 

Divide the total number of words read 
correctly by the total number of words 
read (correct and incorrect). For example, 
if the student read a total of 94 words in 
the 60-second reading and made 8 errors, 
the percentage of words read correctly 
would be reflected in the following frac-

Measuring Oral 
Reading Fluency 

 

1. Ask the student to read a 
grade level passage that 
they have never seen or 
read before for one minute. 
 

2. While reading the pas-
sage, the teacher/partner 
notes any errors the student 
makes while reading 
 

3. Stop the student after one 
minute. Count the number 
of words the student read in 
the minute and subtract any 
errors made by the student. 
For example, if the student 
read 120 words in a minute 
and made five errors, the 
student’s reading rate is 115 

Silent Reading 
Rates 

 
Grade 1: 60-90 
Grade 2: 85-120 
Grade 3: 115-140 
Grade 4: 140-170 
Grade 5: 170-195 
Grade 6: 195-220 
Grade 7: 215-245 
Grade 8: 235-270 
Grade 9: 250-270 
Grade 12: 250-300 

 


