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1. asking questions

2. visualizing

3. determining importance

4. synthesizing

5. inferring

6. making connections

7. repairing comprehension

1. Asking questions means stopping while reading to ask questions such as “What is the author’s purpose or theme for this selection?” or “Why did the author include that information or that event?”

2. Visualizing means to make pictures in your mind about what is going on in the selection so you can understand the selection better.  

3. Determining importance is asking what is most important in a selection—main ideas and author’s purpose as opposed to the details.  

4. Synthesizing means combining new ideas from what you are reading with what you already know to come up with an ahah—a new understanding.  

5. Inferring means “reading between the lines” or filling in ideas and meaning that the author leaves out.  It is using what you know to figure out what the author does not come right out and tell you.  

6. Making connections means putting things together from what you know, other selections you have read, and/or what you have experienced and know about the world. Making connections makes reading more interesting because you are relating the text to your own life. This also helps you understand and remember what you read.
7. Repairing comprehension means using strategies to help you make sense out of the text when what you are reading is not making sense.  You might say something such as the following:  “As good/expert readers read, they monitor their comprehension; they repair their comprehension when it breaks down. Good readers use some or all of the following strategies when reading is not making sense:

· slow down—adjust your reading rate
· stop and think—make connections to your own knowledge and experience, to related text(s), and/or to the world in general
· reread—try to find the thread of meaning
· continue reading—look for clues to meaning
· retell or summarize—think through or briefly write what you have discovered so far in reading
· reflect in writing—write down what you have learned so far
· visualize—picture in your mind what is happening or described in the text
· ask questions of the author, then predict answers and read to confirm your predictions
· think about how the text is organized—like cause and effect—to see if that helps you make sense of the text 

· use the text resources like illustrations, captions, charts, headings, boldfaced and italicized words to help you understand the text

· consult another student or the teacher.

