CLOSE AND CRTICAL READING

Listen to “Planned Obsolescence, Perceived Obsolescence” from YouTube:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2KLyYKJGk0. Answer the following questions.
Suggested Answers
In the space provided below, answer the following questions about the video, “Planned Obsolescence, Perceived Obsolescence.” 
What does the text say?  (Briefly summarize the song at the literal level.)

The video states that there are two strategies involved in consumer goods or stuff.  The first is planned obsolescence.  Planned obsolescence means an object is designed for the dump.  The object is not meant to last long like plastic bags.   The other strategy is perceived obsolescence.  Perceived obsolescence is when the consumer is convinced to throw away stuff that is perfectly useful, but it is out of style.  The narrator, Annie gives an example of shoes with fat heels and skinny heels.  Media, television, and advertisements play a big role in perceived obsolescence, and the extraction, production, and disposal of stuff is hidden from the public.
How does it say it? In other words, how does the author develop the text to convey his/her purpose?   (What are the genre, format, organization, point of view, devices, features, etc.?) The genre is informational/learning video and the purpose is to persuade. The title is written on the first screen “The Story of Stuff” with Annie Leonard.  Note, it says “with” as Annie is the narrator.  There is no sound on this first screen; so, the reader’s/viewer’s attention is focused on reading.  The word “STUFF” is almost artwork, the four letters are comprised of “stuff” to emphasize the point.  The second screen shows rough drawings of a planet scribbled out with smokestacks, a factory, a mint or mall (can’t clearly read words), a factory and a house.    To emphasize the cycle of consumption, each object is connected through a linear/horizontal line of arrows.  At the top of the screen above the linear line of objects and arrows is an image of a man that personifies money, the dollar $ symbol implies his meaning and his placement above the other objects implies his significance.  Initially, the words consumer goods appear in the bottom left corner, but it quickly disappears as Annie starts speaking in the right hand corner; the video uses a fade in fade out throughout the video in the right hand corner.  Annie introduces the two strategies, planned obsolescence and perceived obsolescence, through definitions and examples.  For example, “planned obsolescence” means it is “designed for the dump.”  After providing a definition, she provides examples visually and verbally: “coffee cups,” “plastic bags,” “mops,” “DVDs,” and “barbecues.” After providing a series of examples, Annie expands through proof.  For example, Annie uses computers to provide proof of planned obsolescence and supports the proof through a visual image of a small component that changes each year.  Throughout the video the director effectively uses long shots, close-up shots, medium shots and long shots throughout the video.  For example, the picture of the two women at their computers is a long shot.  The medium shot shows the co-worker and her new monitor and the close-up shot shows the particular computer component that changes.  Annie’s discussion of reading old industrial design journals from the 1950s serves as a transition into the next strategy.  Note, the use of graphic images in the background emphasizing production and consumption (smoke billowing out of the factory and people pushing shopping carts out of the mint) while Annie speaks.  It is important to note the color symbolism.  The arrow representing consumption is yellow which emphasizes the importance and cost of this particular component in the process.  Annie’s speaking and the rough drawings contribute to an informal voice and Annie’s body language and hand gestures emphasize the informality. The tone is instructional.  Annie uses several similes in her description of perceived obsolescence.  For example, she compares her computer to a washing machine.  In addition, her use of word choice is effective in describing the new computer: “fat, shinny, and sleek.” Shoes are another example provided by Annie as an example of perceived obsolescence.  Note the sound of effects of swishing during this segment. The final transition is media:  a television pops into the right hand corner of the screen.  Here the narrator, Annie provides specific statistics/data to prove her point: “Each of us in the United States is targeted with 3,000 ads a day.  We see more advertisements in one year than people fifty years ago saw in a lifetime.”    The television in the corner reinforces Annie’s point by showing images of her spoken words.   The television shows images and the word wrong repeats the cycle of images until it ends with the spoken word “shopping.” Annie finishes her message by noting that the “media helps in hiding all of this and all of this until the only thing we see is the shopping” (she points to consumption line above her and television next to her).  The television then monopolizes the screen behind her and then becomes small and then becomes a small television over the yellow arrow which symbolizes shopping and our limited vision of consumption.  “The extraction, production, and disposal all happen outside our field of vision.” The original title screen appears at the end and then the director provides a web address at the bottom www.storyofstuff.com   in blue.  The web address gives the video a certain amount of validity. 
What does the text mean?  (What message/theme/concept is the author trying to get across?) Perception can be manipulated to change/alter action. 
So what?  (What does the message/theme/concept mean in your life and/or in the lives of others?  Why is it worth sharing/telling? What significance does it have to your life and/or to the lives of others?) Answers will be personal and will vary but might include some of the following:

· I can’t stop thinking about the “Cash for Clunkers program.”  There are several things that bother me about it.  First, the federal program offers $4,500 towards the purchase of a new car to anyone with a clunker that meets certain criteria (gas mileage, proof of ownership over so many years etc.).  I wonder in this time of recession and job loss how many people are taking advantage of this opportunity without giving thought to the security of their jobs.  Will they be able to maintain the payments of a new car?  Also, why completely destroy the engine of the clunker?  Is there any possible use of these old engines?  Why can it only be used on a new car?  If it is really about improving the emission of carbon, why not apply it to a used car that would still meet the requirements?  What is outside our field of vision is the extraction, production, and disposal of this stuff.  How many people are being manipulated?  Are they conscious of all the possible repercussions?  
OR
· Each fall I see the physical evidence of perceived obsolescence.  Students walk in the room with the newest styles. Even the colors are different each year.  Last year, one of my students informed me that plaid was out of style.  I know she did it to be kind.  But, my plaid shirts have a lot of wear left in them and I had no intention of buying new shirts.  However, I am old and not embarrassed by the pressure of new school styles.  Yet, I wonder how many students are forced or feel pressure to buy school clothes that they can’t really afford. How many hours do they work at their jobs to keep in style?  And, how else could they use the money that they feel obligated to spend?
OR
· I can identify with Annie’s illustration of shoes.  I wear Keens.  They last forever and provide support to my back and legs.  Last year the style was high heels and pointy toes.  Now the thing about Keens is that they have rubber toes.  My students call them “water shoes.”  Yet, peer pressure to wear the right shoes is not limited to young people.  I had a friend who once went to a fancy dinner.  She wore around her neck a pair of spike heels perfectly matched to the suit she was wearing.  Attached to the shoes was a sign that read “These are the shoes that go with this outfit.”  She wore a pair of flats.
