Approximate Grade Level Correspondence:  

Gradients of Difficulty

	Grade K Texts:  A/1 & B/2

Text Characteristics

· Focus on a single idea

· Simple story line

· Direct correspondence between text and pictures

· Topics relate to personal experience

· Natural language

· Print clearly separated from picture

· Print regular, clear, easy to see

· Ample space between words

· High frequency words repeated throughout text
	Grade K Texts:  A/1 & B/2

Reading Behaviors

· Handling books – moving through text from front to back, turning pages

· Controlling left to right movement and return sweep

· Noticing and interpreting detail in pictures

· Using oral language in relation to text

· Matching word by word (precise pointing)

· Paying close attention to print-noticing features of letters/words

· Locating familiar and new words

· Remembering and using language patterns

· Predicting what makes sense



	Grade 1 Texts:  C/4

Text Characteristics

· Simple story lines and topics familiar to children

· Longer but still few (2-5) lines of text per page

· More of story carried by text

· Pictures very important to support meaning

· Direct correspondence between text and pictures

· Print appears on both left and right pages

· Oral language structures often repeated

· Phrasing supported by print placement

· Frequently encountered words

· Patterns and repetition

· Prediction through natural language and meaning

· More variation in language patterns

· Sentences a little longer

· Syntax is simple and easy to control


	Grade 1 Texts:  C/4

Reading Behavior

· Using visual information to help predict, check and confirm

· Controlling word by word matching of voice with print

· Using illustrations to predict meaning as well as particular words

· Predicting from events what will come next

· Checking illustrations with print

· Using known words as anchors

· Moving fluently through the text while reading for meaning

· Solving some unfamiliar words independently

· Engaging independently in same behaviors listed for text 2/B

·  Accumulating a reading vocabulary-a group of known words, usually those frequently encountered, that are recognized from book to book

	Grade 1 Texts:  D/6

Text Characteristics

· Stories slightly more complex but still easy for child to understand

· Concepts within child’s experience

· Illustrations supportive but more attention to print

· Spacing is obvious

· 2 to 6 lines of print per page

· More words than previous levels

· Sentences a little longer

· Full range of punctuation

· Words encountered in previous texts are used many times

· Vocabulary contains more inflectional endings (ing, ed, s)


	Grade 1 Texts:  D/6

Reading Behavior

· Controlling early strategies-word by word matching on longer stretches of text

· Moving away from finger pointing as eyes take over process

· Using pattern and language syntax to read with phrasing

· Checking on one’s reading using knowledge of letter/sound relationships, words, parts of words

· Rereading to confirm

· Checking one source of information against another to confirm, making another attempt, self-correcting

· Moving more fluently through text

· Actively reading for meaning

	Grade 1 Texts:  E/8

Text Characteristics

· Amount of text gradually increasing

· 3 to 8 lines of text per page

· Text placement varies

· Stories more complex

· Few repeated language patterns

· Ideas in stories more subtle

· Illustrations strongly support story but contain several ideas

· Text caries story line

· Problem solving needed to figure out new words and to relate illustrations to text

· Reading vocabulary requires skill in word analysis

· Words longer and have inflectional endings

· Texts build and extend high frequency words

· Some concepts may be less familiar

· Ideas require more control of aspects of print

	Grade 1 Texts:  E/8

Reading Behavior

· Tracking print with eyes except at points of difficulty

· Using knowledge of language syntax and meaning to read with phrasing

· Reading fluently

· Solving new words while maintaining a focus on meaning

· Rereading to check, confirm and search

· Cross-checking one source of information with another

· Self-correcting using multiple sources of information

· Predicting what will happen next and reading to confirm

· Using known words to get to unknown words

· Relating one text to another

	Grade 1 Texts:  F/10

Text Characteristics

· Texts slightly longer, print smaller, usually 3-8 lines of text

· Pictures continue to support reading, text carries more of the meaning

· Literary language mixed with typical oral language

· Variety of frequently used words expands

· Story lines include more episodes (actions/events) follow one another chronologically

· Text has a distinct beginning, middle, end

· Greater variety in the way dialogue is signaled and presented

· Punctuation supports phrasing and meaning

· More opportunities for word analysis
	Grade 1 Texts:  F/10

Reading Behavior

· Using punctuation for phrasing and meaning

· Searching visual information for information to figure out new words while reading

· Using syntax to predict, and checking the accuracy of the prediction

· Analyzing new words and checking them against what makes sense

· Reading with fluent phrasing and attention to meaning

· Moving quickly through text

· Using known words and parts of words to get to new words, and checking choices against meaning

· Using multiple sources of information to self correct

	Grade 1 Texts:  G/12 & H/14

Text Characteristics

· More challenging ideas and vocabulary

· 4 o 8 lines of text per page

· Longer sentences

· Literary language, structures, concepts integrated with natural language

· Greater range of content

· Vocabulary expands and introduced

· Stories have more events, repetition built into episodic structure to support reading

· Stories longer and more literary


	Grade 1 Texts:  G/12 & H/14

Reading Behavior

· Moving through text using pictures and print in an integrated way while attending to meaning

· Solving new words by word analysis, then checking words against meaning

· Self correcting close to the point of error

· Rereading to check and search

· Discussing ideas and characters that shows understanding and interpretation

· Effectively managing a variety of texts, both fiction and non-fiction

· Connecting texts to other texts

	Grade 1 Texts:  I/16

Text Characteristics
· Fiction and non-fiction

· Story structure more complex

· Episodes more elaborate

· Themes varied and sophisticated

· Illustrations provide low/moderate support

· Readers are asked to understand different points of view/discuss new ideas

· Texts longer more sentences per page

· Vocabulary specialized, unusual and challenging

· Problem solving needed only for unfamiliar words

· Possibilities for comparison with other texts
	Grade 1 Texts:  I/16

Reading Behavior

· Fluent and phrased reading

· Problem solving on new words, 1st read

· Using sources (meaning, structure, visual) in integrated ways while focusing on meaning

· Connecting texts

· Demonstrating less overt problem solving

· Self correcting at the point of error

· Coping with unfamiliar concepts

· Gaining momentum while moving through the text because knowledge is being constructed how what the text is likely to say



	Grade 2 Texts:  J/18

Text Characteristics

· Greater variety of texts: non-fiction, folk tales, realistic stories, beginning chapter books

· Stories longer and more complex, still deal with subjects of interest to young children

· Chapter books to sustain reading (30-60 pages)

· Shorter sentences and familiar vocabulary so that the reader can move rapidly and sustain problem solving/fluency

· Language appropriate for the type of text

· Characters reveal personality through the way they speak


	Grade 2 Texts:  J/18

Reading Behavior

· Using skills and strategies effectively on a variety of texts

· Fluency and interest sustained through a longer text

· Coming back to a text that requires more than one sitting

· Solving unfamiliar words and concepts ‘on the run’ without detracting from meaning

· Self correcting to support meaning, using behaviors that are less overt and more internal

· Reading silently much of the time

· Demonstrating an understanding through discussion and writing

· Summarizing or extending a given text

	Grade 2 Texts:  K/20

Text Characteristics

· Variety of texts

· Long stretches of easy text

· Easy chapter like books with pictures

· Amount of text on page varies

· Print is laid out with clear spaces between words and lines

· Illustrations support and extend text enhancing interpretation

· Stories have multiple episodes related to a single plot
	Grade 2 Texts:  K/20

Reading Behavior

· Using multiple sources of information in an integrated way

· Reading silently much of the time

· Analyzing longer words effectively and efficiently

· Phrased, fluent reading over longer stretches of text

· Understanding of text demonstrated through writing and discussion 

· Sustaining characters and plot over several days

· Using text structure to predict sequence of events or analyze and critique the text

	Grade 2 Texts:  L/24

Text Characteristics

· Longer chapter books with only a few illustrations

· Pictures provide much less support

· More characters involved in the plot

· More sophisticated language structures

· More detail and description

· Stories are more involved

· Vocabulary is challenging

· Text size is smaller and word spacing is narrower

· Plot and character requires higher level conceptual work

· Reading a books is sustained over several days


	Grade 2 Texts:  L/24

Reading Behavior

· Same behaviors noted for level K/20

· Able to manipulate through: longer stretches of text, more difficult vocabulary, ideas, language structures, topics and a greater range of genres

	Grade 2 Texts:  M/28

Text Characteristics

· Long texts with lots of text per page, smaller print, narrower word spacing

· Wide variety of text with complex language structures and sophisticated vocabulary

· Highly detailed and descriptive texts

· More abstract concepts and themes

· Characters are involved in more complex and expanded plots

· Character development is a prominent feature


	Grade 2 Texts:  M/28

Reading Behavior

· Same behaviors noted for level L/24

· Use of texts as references

· Searching for and finding information in texts

· Interpreting texts from a variety of perspectives

· Reading critically

· Understanding subtleties of plot and humor


Fountas & Pinnell, Guided Reading:  Good First Teaching for All Children

