Vocabulary Trees and Word Discovery 

 

Understanding and learning new vocabulary words is just like any other subject of learning. The best way to learn and know a subject is to understand its foundation. It isn't a viable way to learn a subject by just memorizing facts. Rather, you need to fully understand every part of it before you really know how to use it and describe it giving you a better understanding for its memorization.

 Having vocabulary trees available to you through software CDs is a great way to visually view a word and its branching meanings and roots. CDs let you learn through hearing a word and then showing you learning stimulants like images, sounds, and related roots.

 The great thing about learning foundations and roots of words is that it can carry over to other words. Many of the popular words we use today have meaningful roots that are related to other words. The common prefixes of words can even give you an idea of their negative or positive connotation.

 For instance, the word "eulogy" has the prefix of "eul." This prefix has a root meaning of praise or, more simply, a good connotation. It isn't surprising then to know that the meaning of this word is a speech of praise.

 This can be applied to other words in any new, or old, vocabulary that you use every day. It helps you recognize the word and understand its meaning in literature without the need to look it up in a dictionary or online reference.

 Vocabulary trees do exactly that.  They branch words into several meanings along with their synonyms and antonyms giving you a full spectrum of knowledge so that you understand it fully.

 You may think that knowing a word’s antonym is unneeded and cumbersome when trying to memorize vocabulary words. It's quite the contrary. As a matter of fact, knowing a words antonym helps bring it to your attention when you hear the word in common conversations throughout the day. When you hear a word that you have just learned, and the antonym comes up, you are instantly reminded of its meaning helping your vocabulary process.
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VOCABULARY TREE


Suggestions for Use:  


Replace the text in the boxes with your own word, root, and related words and sentences.  


For a list of roots, try � HYPERLINK "http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0907017.html" ��http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0907017.html� 


Use a dictionary and  thesaurus to find related words. 


Find quotes at web sites and put hyperlinks to those sites in the source boxes.  Use the Find feature in Internet Explorer to locate a word on a web page (Ctrl+ F). 
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